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Napoleon Bonaparte
Introduction 
This historical general is of interest to me because of many reasons. Studies on the history of France present Napoleon Bonaparte as the most charismatic general.[endnoteRef:1] He was the first emperor of France and a military general considered as one of the world's most exceptional military leader.[endnoteRef:2] Bone in 1769 and died in 1821, he was able to revolutionize military organization and training leading France against series of coalitions in the Napoleonic Wars.[endnoteRef:3] Bonaparte was also able to sponsor the Napoleonic Code, reorganize education, and also established the long-lives concordat with the papacy. During his time in power, there were recorded military successes even though eventually he did not succeed in conquering Europe as a whole.[endnoteRef:4] He was able to win most of the wars building a massive empire that ruled over continental Europe before its collapse in 1815.[endnoteRef:5] Napoleon Bonaparte rise to power was drastic with recordings of numerous success and failures in his reign with his attempt to conquer Egypt being his downfall and the defeat of France military. [1:  Livingston, John W. 2017, Napoleon's Egyptian Girl, https://www.overdrive.com/search?q=2FA7F04F-F9C1-4AD5-937B-34EDE570271E, accessed 3/26/2018]  [2:  "Napoleon". 2018. Biography. https://www.biography.com/people/napoleon-9420291 accessed on 4/18/2018]  [3:  Ibid, i]  [4:  Napoleon, and Bingham, 2012, A selection from the letters and despatches of the first Napoleon: (New York: Cambridge University Press).]  [5:  Ibid, i] 

Napoleon Bonaparte rise to power
His rise power started from his early life. Napoleon was educated in three schools; one was the Autun were he learned for five years at the Brienne military college.[endnoteRef:6] Bonaparte also attended the Military academy in Paris for one year. By September of 1785, he graduated from the military academy raked 42 out of 58 in class and assumed his family leadership after his father who had passed early February that year.[endnoteRef:7] He later joined a young artillery officer’s training school where he was appointed as the second lieutenant. He continued his school reading and majoring more on strategy and tactics.[endnoteRef:8] Going back to Corsica in 1786, he did not join his regiment until June 1788. Joining Paoli's group in 1789, he got disappointed and decided to return to France whereby 1791 he was appointed the first lieutenant to the 4th regiment of artillery, garrisoned at Valence.[endnoteRef:9] Napoleon went back to Corsica in September 1791 for three months where he was elected National Guard’s lieutenant colonel. During this time, he fell out with Paoli its commander in chief by not returning to France and listed in January 1792 as a deserter.[endnoteRef:10]  [6:  Jacques, Godechot. 2018 "Napoleon I | Biography, Achievements, & Facts". 2018. Encyclopedia Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Napoleon-I. accessed on 4/18/2018]  [7:  Ibid, i]  [8:  Ibid, ii]  [9:  Ibid, iii]  [10:  Ibid, iv] 

France’s revolutionary government was involved in military conflicts with numerous European Nations by 1792.[endnoteRef:11] It's during this time that his offence was forgiven and was promoted to the rank of captain. Napoleon on saving the government from counter-revolutionary forces in 1795, he came into good grace with the Directory and was made the commander of the army of the interior.[endnoteRef:12] Besides, he becomes a trusted advisor on military matters to the directory. By 1796, Napoleon Commanded France army that defeated Austrian troops who were the Countries major rivals in the sequence of battles in Italy.[endnoteRef:13] This made Austria sign the Treaty of Campo Formio in the following year resulting in French territorial gains. This battles made him become the military's brightest star gaining honour and respect to the directory. By 1798, the Directory incited him to lead an invention towards England.[endnoteRef:14] However, he is an excellent strategic planner declined and determined that France's naval force were not yet strong enough to go against the Superior British Royal Navy. As a result, he suggested to the invasion of Egypt with an aim to eradicate British trade routes with India.  [11:  Waterloo, Battle. 2018. "Napoleon Bonaparte - Facts & Summary - HISTORY.Com". HISTORY.Com. https://www.history.com/topics/napoleon. accessed on 4/18/2018]  [12:  Ibid, i]  [13:  Ibid, ii]  [14:  Ibid, iii] 

Napoleon in Egypt 
French campaign in Egypt led by general Napoleon was propelled by numerous factors. The primary reason was to defend trade interests. However, they were also targeting to weaken Britain's access to British India as well as establishing scientific enterprise within a region.[endnoteRef:15] For this reason, general napoleon differently from other inventions went to Egypt with 400 ships, and 54,000 men of whom were both military and also other savants.[endnoteRef:16]  Among the servant were engineers, scientists, and scholars. The aim was to capture not only Egyptian soil but also Egyptians culture and history. On entering Egypt, General Bonaparte addressed his troops saying "From the heights of the Pyramids, forty centuries look down on us."[endnoteRef:17] With a troop of 37,000 soldiers, he was determined to win the battle against the Mamelukes who had effectively ruled Egypt ever since thirteen century.[endnoteRef:18] Mameluke were legendary, apparently invincible fearless warriors.[endnoteRef:19] However, under the command of General Napoleon, they were defeated enhancing his reputation. It was after winning this battle of pyramids when the French naval fleet that was stationed at the Bay of Aboukir was attacked by a British fleet that had newly arrived, and they were defeated.[endnoteRef:20] After this defeat by the British, Napoleon Egyptian campaign after that remained land-based. However, this incident never killed his dream, he talked to his officers and told them,  [15:  Egypt, Napoleon. 2018. "Napoleon In Egypt - Napoleon.Org". Napoleon.Org. https://www.napoleon.org/en/history-of-the-two-empires/articles/napoleon-in-egypt/ , , accessed on 4/18/2018]  [16:  "Napoleon And The Scientific Expedition To Egypt | Linda Hall Library". 2018. Napoleon.Lindahall.Org. https://napoleon.lindahall.org/learn.shtml, accessed on 4/18/2018]  [17:  Jeremy, Green. 2016 "Napoleon’S Egyptian Adventure". 2018. Warfarehistorynetwork.Com. http://warfarehistorynetwork.com/daily/military-history/napoleons-egyptian-adventure/, accessed on 4/18/2018]  [18:  Ibid, i]  [19:  Ibid, ii]  [20:  Ibid, i] 

"Well, gentlemen, now we are obliged to accomplish great things: We shall accomplish them. We just found a great empire, and we shall found it. The sea, of which we are no longer master, separates us from our homeland, but no sea separates us from either Africa or Asia."[endnoteRef:21] [21:  Ibid, iii] 

What Egypt gained from Napoleon.
The detention of Napoleon in Egypt following his naval defeat by the British soldiers worked to the favor of Egypt. His stay in Egypt contributed greatly to its economic growth as well as military advancement. Having made himself a master of Egypt by force, he started to install Egypt what he viewed as the benefits of western civilization. He introduced civic structures and brought what he felt were a necessary benefit of the enlightenment to a backward country. However, his stay together with the other soldiers remained was not easy. They were faced with forced loans from businesses, levies, confiscated property, and hostility as they refused to adopt the Islam. Napoleon’s style of acquiring territories was characterized by him establishing structures that would support his rule in the said regions.[endnoteRef:22] It is provided that the same technique that Napoleon used in Malta, he resorted to the introduction of civic structures in Egypt.[endnoteRef:23] In his view, these structures constituted benefits of enlightenment to a country that was at that time considered backward-Egypt.[endnoteRef:24] But then he did this by going personally to the mosques, holding meetings with the Cairo government officials known as Diwan then.[endnoteRef:25] He managed to do all these in spite of the rebellion at the beginning of the French rule.[endnoteRef:26] Napoleon was funny, entertaining and amusing in that the first strategy the Egyptians was crafted in a manner that it appeared very attractive. The manifesto’s salient features included removing Turks from power in Egypt, which therefore introducing Egyptians in positions of political influence relating to internal matters, upholding respect for the tradition of religion and improving socio-economic conditions of the Egyptians.[endnoteRef:27]  [22:  Ibid, ii]  [23:  Livingston, John W. 2017, Napoleon's Egyptian Girl, https://www.overdrive.com/search?q=2FA7F04F-F9C1-4AD5-937B-34EDE570271E, accessed on 3/26/2018]  [24:  Ibid, vii]  [25:  Ibid, i]  [26:  Ibid, vii]  [27:  De Keersmaecker, Roger O. 2013, Travellers' graffiti from Egypt and the Sudan Additional vol. 3 [1] Additional vol. 3 [1]. Mortsel (Antwerp): Graffito-Graffiti.] 

To secure acceptance by the Egyptians, Napoleon resorted to incorporating the ruling elite of Sheikhs. He encouraged the sheikhs to acquire influential positions so that they could come along with their following as the whole of Egypt was being targeted.[endnoteRef:28] To make his capture absolute. Napoleon worked towards impressing the Copts who were Christians that lived amongst the Muslims. The Copts constituted ascribes of the ancient Egypt who in the 19th century took leading roles in professions such as accounting[endnoteRef:29]. They, therefore, turned out to be a vital part of the Egyptian community in that their services were highly demanded. [28:  Ibid, i]  [29:  Ibid, v] 

Napoleon's stand on religion seemed complicated one. This was because his statement towards religion was contradicting to which faith he belonged. He is recorded having uttered statements such as “religion is what keeps the poor from murdering the rich; All religions have been made by men.” Such a statement doesn't seem to have come from someone who believes in a particular religion. However, a close look at Napoleon's life reveals that he much believed in God[endnoteRef:30]. While in exile, it is alleged that Napoleon expressed how much he admired Jesus for having been a conqueror of nations through force and won[endnoteRef:31].  Moreover, His conciliatory approach to Islam is well documented and proves to contradict to which religion he belonged. At some point, Napoleon is believed to had an interest in admiring Muslim Mohamed were he learned several suras of the Koran by heart. According to him “religion was useful as long as it was comforting to society, but dangerous if it leads to fanaticism.” With all the contradictions on the specific religion which he belonged, his disbelief in the trinity of God caused him to adopt the monotheistic attitude. From his statements and attempt to be in each religion of the region, Napoleon must have been a very clever person in playing religion games. Religion is a tool for Bonaparte, he used it wisely, and that is why he once stated, "… it is by making myself a Muslim that I established myself in Egypt." This implies that he was tolerant though the driving force is to obtain power.  [30: ]  [31:  De Keersmaecker, Roger O. 2013. 
] 

As regards festivals, Napoleon was very cunning. He had a soft spot for the revolutionary tradition of fetes to the extent that he appeared in these fetes sometimes that was substantial enough to ascertain his stand of festivals.[endnoteRef:32] He was often spotted at three main fetes namely; the fete de la Republique, mawlid of the prophet and the fate of the Nile.[endnoteRef:33] The fate of the Nile was an event for the pagans who during the feast celebrated the Nile floods for they were responsible for the fertility in the plains.[endnoteRef:34]Napoleon participated in this feast both a spectator and beneficiary. Concerning the feast of the prophet, Napoleon demonstrated his daring attitude by participating in it since the notables of Cairo disregarded it.[endnoteRef:35] However, Napoleon encouraged these notables towards considering the feast by funding the feast and proving venues for the same.[endnoteRef:36] The Fete de la Republique was aimed at raising the morale of the troop in addition to impressing the locals relating to the kind of might that the military possesses.[endnoteRef:37] This feast presented an excellent opportunity for the implementation of the public relations agenda. [32: ]  [33:  Ibid, iv]  [34:  De Keersmaecker, Roger O. 2013. Travellers' graffiti from Egypt and the Sudan Additional vol. 3 [1] Additional vol. 3 [1]. Mortsel (Antwerp): Graffito-Graffiti.
]  [35:  Tignor, Robert L. 2011. Egypt: A Short History.]  [36:  Schneid, Frederick C. 2012. Napoleonic Wars: the essential bibliography. http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&scope=site&db=nlebk&db=nlabk&AN=480086.
]  [37:  Livingston, John W. 2017. Napoleon's Egyptian Girl. https://www.overdrive.com/search?q=2FA7F04F-F9C1-4AD5-937B-34EDE570271E] 

Napoleon’s interest in the Suez Canal was so great that at some point while still schooling he copied an entire passage on the canal built by Necho from Diodorus Siculus.[endnoteRef:38] This desire led Napoleon to investigate any detail that concerns the Suez Canal. It is recorded that even his departure from Paris for the expedition, he was instructed according to the directory to carefully examine the technical conditions that would be used in the construction of another canal.[endnoteRef:39] Subsequently, Napoleon sent General Bon to the Suez town on the Red Sea with a significant aim of occupying it. Later, the town was fortified and cannons erected.  [38:  Ibid, ii]  [39:  Schneid, Frederick C. 2012. Napoleonic Wars: the essential bibliography. http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&scope=site&db=nlebk&db=nlabk&AN=480086.
] 

The results of Napoleon’s presence in Egypt
Cairo experienced infrastructural developments from the fact that Napoleon established two headquarters one being of the military while the other for the intellectuals in this town. [endnoteRef:40] The education sector experienced a facelift with the establishment of more centers such as Institut de l'Egypt. This improved industrialization due to training a substantial group of youths in various fields for human resource promised in the country.[endnoteRef:41] In addition to these, Napoleon during his stay in Egypt further introduced a library for the scholars as well as a chemistry laboratory. He even started a health service in the enhancement of the people’s health. Others that were initiated by him include a botanic garden, an observatory, and also an antiquities museum and a zoo.[endnoteRef:42] Resistance to Napoleon's rule caused tension and led to a loss of lives when Napoleon executed those who opposed him.   [40:  Ibid, i]  [41:  Ibid, vii]  [42:  Ibid, iv] 

What Napoleon gained from Egypt
Napoleon stays in Egypt not only worked for the favour of Egypt but also for his favour. As Egypt gained from his stay, he also gained from the Egyptians. One of the achievement and benefits of his stay in Egypt was that he got married. Napoleon is said to have met a beautiful lady who bore him a son, unlike his wife. Napoleon married Pauline Foures, Lieutenant Forest's wife.[endnoteRef:43] It was after Napoleon admired her and sent her husband to Rosetta to have time with her when her husband came back only to find them together. This action made Lieutenant Four's to divorce Pauline giving Napoleon a chance to marry her. However, his marriage with Pauline did not last long since in two months' time his set to Syria leaving his beloved in Cairo.   [43:  Ibid, v] 

Besides, when a tragedy of dreaded plague trucked in Egypt, his men fell ill, and he was assisted by the Egyptian doctors.[endnoteRef:44] At this time, although the doctors at some point loosed hope and refrained from treating the infected, he went on encouraged both the sick and the doctors. With all the efforts, most of his men fell victim to the disease and his forces depleted. [44:  Ibid, vi] 

During his stay in Egypt, when he decided to invade Syria, the Egyptians helped him by joining his almost depleted armies. In his strategy to win over Syria, he incorporated naval crews, Egyptian civilians, Mamuleke slaves and Negroes into his battalion.[endnoteRef:45] However, their recruitment did not make him separate units but just comrades-in-arms. This plan was against Djezzar Pasha who had risen a large army and ready to invade Egypt. From his best strategic plans, he decided to attack them before they could even cross over to attack them.  [45:  Ibid, vii] 

From the records of the events that occurred on Napoleon's stay in Egypt, comparing his gain from the Egyptians gain from him, we can conclude that the Egyptians benefited more than him. Although they experienced defeat under his leadership, the changes that he brought to the country were enormous. His gains from Egypt were minimal and periodic, others like leading joining him in a way were both beneficial to him and them. However, the school, library, and laboratory that he established in Egypt benefited them greatly.
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